42	HUMAN  CORRUPTION.	[CH. II.
it is above our comprehension (we do not say con-
trary to our reason,) and believing it on the credit of
what is clearly discerned and satisfactorily established.
In truth, we are all perhaps too apt to plunge into
depths which it is beyond our power to fathom ; and
it was to warn us against this very error, that the in-
spired writer, having threatened the people, whom
God had selected as the objects of his special favour,
with the most dreadful punishments, if they should
forsake the law of the Lord, and having introduced
surrounding nations as asking the meaning of the
severe infliction, winds up the whole with" this in-
structive admonition : " Secret things belong unto
the Lord our God: but those which are revealed
belong unto us, and to our children for ever, that
we may do all the words of this law V
To any one who is seriously impressed with a sense
of the critical state in which we are here placed,
a short and uncertain space in which to make our
peace with God, and this little span of life followed
by the last judgment, and an eternity of unspeakable
happiness or misery, it is indeed an awful and an
affecting spectacle, to see men thus busying them-
selves in vain speculations of an arrogant curiosity,
and trifling with their dearest, their everlasting in-
terests. It is but a feeble illustration of this exquisite
folly to compare it to the conduct of some convicted
rebel, who, when brought into the presence of his
Sovereign, instead of seizing the occasion to sue for
mercy, should even treat with neglect and contempt
the pardon which should be offered to him, and in-
solently employ himself in prying into his Sove-
reign's designs, and criticising his counsels. But
our case, too similar as it is to that of the convicted
rebel, differs from it in this grand particular, that at
* Deut. xxix. 29.

